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He lived 87 years [died in 1991] and touched thousands and thousands of lives, children and adults alike.  While primarily a cartoonist and story teller, he would also have to be considered a spiritual and moral philosopher, thinker, teacher.  His name?  Theodore Seuss Geisel; better known as Dr. Seuss.

In one of his most well-known works The Grinch Who Stole Christmas we find these words 

And the Grinch, with his grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow,
Stood puzzling and puzzling: 'How could it be so?'
It came without ribbons! It came without tags!
It came without packages, boxes or bags!
And he puzzled three hours, 'till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!
Maybe Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store.
Maybe Christmas... perhaps... means a little bit more!

We do know that, don’t we?  

That the meaning of Christmas doesn’t come from a store?

That Christmas means so much, so much more?

I think we do.

It’s really simple when you think about it.  It’s about love.

God’s love of us.

Our love of God.

And our love of each other.

Jesus Christ came into human history so that no one, not one single human being, would ever wonder what God is all about.  God is all about loving us, wanting us to love him, and calling us to love each other.

The nineteenth century poet Christina Rossetti summed it up well when she wrote:

Love came down at Christmas,
love all lovely, love divine;
love was born at Christmas: 
star and angels gave the sign.

This means, on this Christmas Eve 2004, that there are three key questions for each of us:

Do you full comprehend how much God loves you?

That He loves you with an unwavering, unconditional love.d

No matter who you are or what you are, God loves you.

Are you willing to try and love God more?

Are you willing to accept that given how much God loves us, our love toward

Him is never sufficient?  That we need to work at giving Him more and more

space in our busy and harried lives?  Wouldn’t that be a great Christmas present to

God this year – to promise him that

Will you work at loving others, showing the love of Jesus Christ to every person you meet and know?


In the end there is only one true way to honor the birth of Jesus Christ and that is to seek to live and love like Jesus lived and loved!

May we each begin anew the spiritual journey of accepting God’s love, loving him dearly in return, and then seeking to be the loving persons Christ would have us be.
