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“HOW GOD LEADS US”

Exodus 13:17, 20-22

In our text this morning we find an important and compelling verse, “God led the people.”  As the 

Hebrew people are making their way out of Egypt, we find scripture telling us that “God led the people.”  Each and every one of us here this morning wants to be led by God.  

We want God to guide our decisions.

We want God to guide us down the right paths.

We want God to point us in the right directions to find fulfillment and enrichment in life.

We all want God to lead us.


Of course, God does lead us.  That’s not the question.  The question is, “How does God lead us?”  That’s our theme, our focus this morning:  how God leads us.  Around that theme let me share four key insights.

I.
DON’T EXPECT THINGS TO BE DRAMATIC

Without question the Bible and Christian history are full of examples of God encountering individuals in spectacular and dramatic fashion.

· There’s Moses standing on Mt. Horeb herding sheep and seeing a burning bush and hearing God speaking through the burning bush; that’s certainly dramatic!

· Here’s the Exodus described in our text wherein we find God leading the Hebrew people in “a pillar of cloud by day” and “a pillar of fire by night;” that’s certainly dramatic!

· There’s the Apostle Paul, hostile critic of the Jesus movement in 34 A.D., on his way to Damascus to bring Christians back to Jerusalem for persecution and perhaps death; he’s confronted by blinding light and the appearance of the Risen Christ and thus called by God to be His messenger in Europe and Asia; very dramatic experience indeed!

· There’s a young sixteen year old farm boy in North Carolina feeling the pull of the Holy Spirit upon him and rushing down to the altar and becoming the greatest evangelist of modern times, a man who now at age 86 has preached to over 220 million people in 185 countries of the world; none other than Billy Graham; certainly a dramatic moment in his life!

On and on the stories go of those who have been dramatically moved, called, and led by God.

But, friends, that’s not the way it’s going to be for most of us.  More often than not in your life and in my life God is going to speak indirectly, subtlety; with a nudge; perhaps an intuitive sense that we need to do something.  God is leading you and me daily but in subtle and indirect ways; what someone has called “the incognito of God.”

Most of us know the name Albert Schweitzer.  By the time of his death at age 90 in 1965 he was recognized as one of the greatest humanitarians our world has ever know.  By age 29 Schweitzer had doctorates in philosophy, theology, and music, but he still felt he didn’t know what his purpose in life really was.  Then one night while going through the mail he noticed a magazine that actually was addressed to someone else.  As Schweitzer fanned through the magazine, out of curiosity, he noticed an article titled, “The Needs of the Congo Mission.”  He read the article and realized what God was leading him to do.  He put the magazine down and wrote in his diary, “My search is over.”  So at age 29, with three doctorates already in hand, Schweitzer went to medical school, went to Africa and established the world famous Lambarene Hospital, later winning the Nobel Peace Prize.  

Just an article in a magazine, actually intended for someone else.  And yet in that article God led Albert Schweitzer to Africa as one of God’s grand servants on behalf of the hurting.  Nothing dramatic.  No thunder and lightning, no loud voice from heaven; just a subtle nudge while reading a magazine article.

II.
DON’T NEGLECT INTELLECT OR REASON

There are some Christians, I’m afraid, who pit faith against reason and spirituality against intellect and understanding.  This is unfortunate.  A lot of bad things have been done and a lot of things attributed to God that shouldn’t have because persons didn’t apply reason to their decisions or their religious beliefs.  

My father, as I’ve mentioned before, was somewhat of a simple man.  He grew up in Greenfield, Tennessee on a farm, went off to World War II, came back to take care of the farm and later became a Highway Patrolman, a policeman.  He never had the opportunity to go to college.  He never had the opportunity to pursue advanced continuing education of any sort.  So at one level one might say that my father wasn’t as wise as I was with my college degree, my Masters degree, my doctoral courses or that my father wasn’t as wise as a lawyer or a doctor or any college graduate.  But all in all, my father was one of the smartest men I ever knew.  He had what one might call practical wisdom.  He just reasoned things out in his mind and determined what needed to be done, and so often he was right.  His approach one might say was, “Well, does it make sense?”

That, my friends, is exactly the question we need to ask sometimes when it comes to our Christian convictions and beliefs.

Does it make sense?

Does this really seem like something God would want me to do?

Does this really make sense when you consider the nature of God?

Is this something God would really expect of me?

The bottom line is that God gave us our minds.  He created us with minds to think and he expects us to use them.  As we use our knowledge, our wisdom, our reason we very well may hear and know God’s will more faithfully.

The founder of Methodism, as I think you know was John Wesley.  Wesley believed strongly in

the bridge between faith and reason.  One of his memorable sermons is titled, The Case for Reason.  In this sermon Wesley says:

“Let me add a few plain words to you who tend to under-value reason…When you despise or devalue 

reason, you must not imagine you are doing God’s service.  And when you endeavor to exclude reason out of religion, don’t presume you are promoting the cause of God.  Unless you willfully shut your eyes, you cannot but see what service reason is in laying the foundation of true religion, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit…You see, reason directs us in every point of faith and practice and with regard to every branch of inward and outward holiness”  

III.
LISTEN TO WHAT OTHERS HAVE TO SAY


Often when we seek God’s guidance, we forget that one way God speaks to us is through other people.  God uses other people quite often to get His message to us.  One Christian thinker puts it this way:

“Every one of us has persons in whom we trust and who serve for us as models of wisdom, maturity, and conviction.  Every one of us has persons in our lives who can be for us vehicles of God’s guidance, God’s direction, and God’s wisdom.  Not to test our decisions, our opportunities, our actions with these spiritually trustworthy people just may mean we slam the door in the face of God’s clear word and will for us.  That other person just may be the voice of God Himself.”


If you have a friend or family member who is spiritually mature, listen to that person.  If you have a friend or a family member who is a serious student of Holy Scripture, listen to that person.  If you have a friend or a family member who is a dedicated prayer warrior, listen to that person.  If you have a friend or family member who has a deepened relationship with God, listen to that person.


No Christian should, I don’t believe, make any critical decision in his or her life without consulting with those mature fellow believers who can help us make sure that our decisions and our actions are indeed God’s will.  There are people, no doubt, in your life whom God has put there to be the filter through which 

IV. A TRIUMPHANT FAITH IS POSSIBLE

Want to know what a triumphant faith is?  Well, Paul describes it here in this passage from II 

Corinthians.  

· It is feeling hard pressed but not letting your spirit get crushed

· It is feeling perplexed about life’s difficulties and disappointments but not giving into despair

· It is feeling persecuted but not letting oneself feel abandoned by God

· It is feeling struck down but not letting it destroy our faith and hope.

That’s a triumphant faith and it’s possible for each and every one of us.  Believe it or not, you can have a triumphant faith – a faith that stays strong and hopeful whatever life may bring.


How do you get a triumphant faith?  Let me suggest some things you must believe, some things you must embrace if you’re going to have a faith that is truly triumphant amidst life’s great challenges and difficulties and disappointments.

1. You give up expecting God to let life always go your way;

2. You accept that disappointment and heartache will come your way;

3. You prepare yourself through prayer, worship, and Bible study to be strong when the time comes;

4. You believe with all your heart that God can and will bring good out of the worst of circumstances;

5. You soak up the power of God that comes when you really spend time with Him and when you open your life up to His divine presence.

I wish for each of you that kind of faith!!!

