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“AT THE RIVER JORDAN”

Mark 1:4-13
 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River…

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.

INTRODUCTION

The distance from Nazareth in Galilee to the Jordan River is about 80 miles.  Not only is it eighty miles but it’s eighty miles over very rough Palestinian terrain.  Now that’s important because that’s the distance and that’s the terrain that Jesus walked in order to make his public commitment to do God’s bidding and become God’s Son.  For the greater part of 30 years he had prayed, he had prepared, he had reflected, he had listened and now he knew the decision he must make.  He must say “yes” to God; “yes” to God’s plan for him that he would become God’s Son and proclaim God’s truths and God’s love.  Now is the time.  He is ready.  So he walks that 80 miles, kneels in the cool waters of the Jordan River, makes his commitment saying “yes” to God’s call in his life, to God’s design for him.  
I was a senior in high school when my call to the ordained ministry came.  It was at a Fellowship of Christian Athletes’ retreat.  I had heard about the retreat and that the keynote speaker was going to be Bill Wade, who was then quarterback of the Chicago Bears.  I went mainly to meet and to hear Bill Wade.  What Bill Wade said at that retreat touched me.  He said that the most important thing in his life was not being the quarterback of the Chicago Bears, not all the glory and fame that went with that title, but rather his commitment to Jesus Christ.   That, he said, was the most important thing in his life.  Well, that struck me.  Over the course of that retreat I began to feel that God was speaking to me.  I didn’t know at the time what was happening, but I did have a sense that God was nudging me to say, “Yes,” to some plan he had for me.  Over time, with the help of my pastor, I was able to discern that God wanted me to become a pastor, a preacher, an ordained minister in the United Methodist Church.  Since that time, I’ve never doubted or regretted that decision.

God has a call for everyone
Now lest you think my sermon this morning is about those who are called to become specialized preachers and teachers of God’s holy word, let me say that God is calling you as well; that there is something to which God needs you to say “yes.”

There is something God wants you to do.

There is something God needs you to do.

There is some bigger plan for your life than you may realize that God wants to reveal to you.

There are skills and gifts you have that God wants to put to really good use.

In another church I had a successful businessman come to me and tell me that he had come to the conclusion that God was tapping him on the shoulder and wanting him to do more with his life.  God wasn’t asking him to leave his family and head off to some foreign missionary field, God wasn’t asking him to give up his financial resources, God wasn’t asking him to be less of a faithful husband and father, but God was nudging him to say, “yes,” to something more in his life; MORE FOR HIMSELF AND MORE FOR GOD.  As we talked, it became clear that he felt his real gift was the gift of “leadership.”  He was a most successful businessman, he owned his own business, he had this ability to lead others.  He concluded, in essence, by saying, “Richard, help me know where and how to use my leadership skills for God’s work in our church and in our community.”  We enjoyed a special relationship helping him discover over time how best to apply those skills to God’s work in the world. 

Or the teacher who came to me and told me that she felt God wanted her to do something to help the educationally disadvantaged children in her class.

Or the lawyer who came to me and talked to me about helping persons in our church who might need some legal advice at no cost.

Or the retired mental health counselor who wanted to work with the church to set up a low-cost Christian counseling service.

Or the accountant who asked me how he could use his expertise and his skills to help one of the community service agencies with their annual financial reports.

Or the college student who came to me and told me that she wanted to volunteer to work with children in the church, that she felt she had a passion to work with children and help them on their faith journeys.

It’s happening right here at First Methodist as well.  So many of our programs, ministries, and activities through which God touches lives has come about because one of you felt God was calling you to step up in some area of need.  You felt the call, heard the call, responded to the call, said, “Yes,” to God and our church is more faithful and effective in witness for Christ because you did say, “Yes.”  The new “bereavement ministry” which is mentioned in the bulletin this morning is the result of some ladies coming to me and saying that our church needed to have a more effective and faithful ministry in this area.

Again, each of us needs to understand that God needs us, God wants us, God has a bigger plan for us than perhaps we have for ourselves, and there is some ministry or some program that won’t develop unless we do hear God’s call and say, “Yes.”

THREE THINGS TO DO

Now let me in closing suggest three things to do to find the place God needs you and wants you:

1.  First, commit yourself to being a person who wants to say, “Yes,’ to God; who wants to discover the bigger plan God has for you.

2.  Pray!  Pray sincerely and faithfully that God will give you clarity about how He can best use you for His work in the world.

3.  Talk with someone who knows you well and ask that person what he or she sees to be your special gifts and talents which God can use.  Between that conversation and your prayer time you very well can find what it is God wants and needs you to do.

Jesus came to the Jordan River at age 30 to say, “Yes,” to what God wanted him to do.  The world has never been and will never be the same.

It’s pretty obvious you and I saying, “Yes,” isn’t going to change the world.  But it will make some difference.  It will help some part of God’s plan get done.  Perhaps most importantly you will be at peace with yourself and I will be at peace with myself. 

