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 “ON BEING NUMBER ONE”
Mark 10
The Request of James and John 

 35Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask."   36"What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.  37They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory."…41When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42Jesus called them together and said…”43Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
We live in a society obsessed with winning.  Obsessed with knowing who the winners are.
And there is no shortage of lists telling us who the winners really are.

According to Forbes magazine, the real winners are the wealthiest.
According to ESPN, the real winners are those who hold the championship trophies high or who wear the championship rings.
According to Hollywood, it’s the prettiest, the most handsome, the sexiest, those whose movies bring in the big bucks.
According to politicians, it’s the ones who sit in the highest seats of power and authority.

According to ABC, NBC, CBS, it’s the news anchors who garner the greatest viewing audience or the sitcoms which rank highest in the Nielsen ratings.

According to academic institutions, it’s the ones who graduate Summa Cum Laude and go on to the most prestigious graduate schools.

According to our modern society the winners are the wealthiest, the smartest, the most popular, the most powerful, the sexiest, those who win the championships.
But Jesus had a different measuring stick for determining winners.  Jesus said that winners in the 
Kingdom of God are very different from winners as defined by the world.

The date is May 4, 1956.

The setting is Minneapolis, Minnesota.  It is the meeting of the General Conference of the Methodist Church.  For those who don’t know it, the General Conference is the principal decision- making body of the United Methodist Church.  Every four years clergy and lay representatives meet to set the beliefs and policies of our church.  Whatever decision is made at these General Conferences become the official position of our denomination.  At this particular session the pivotal issue was whether women should be allowed to have all the rights and privileges of male clergy, male ministers.  While John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, first appointed a woman preacher as far back as 1787, women had not been allowed in the Methodist Church the same guarantees, rights, and privileges as male clergy.  They did not have voice and vote in the Conferences, nor were they promised the possibility of serving a church.  The official recommendation by a special task force is to study the matter another four years, since it seems to be so controversial and there seemed to be no acceptable resolution to the debate.  
But then Zachary Taylor Johnson, President of Asbury College, arises and says, in essence, enough is enough!  He rises to object to any further study:

I think we’re wanting to avoid the issue, to leave the matter alone.

I think we should meet this squarely…It is time for us to be willing to fully admit women…”
And so our denomination took a historic step and on this date granted women clergy all the rights and privileges of male clergy.  Because of the courage of Dr. Johnson and others, our United Methodist Church is now blessed with almost 10,000 women clergy and 21 women bishops.  We are a better church because of this decision made in 1956.
Let’s fast forward now many years.  
It is an Olmypic event.  But not your average Olympic event.  It is the Special Olmpics; the athletic competition for developmentally disabled children, youth, and adults.  

This particular Special Olympics event is described by Jim Murray, a highly respected sports writer.  He’s been to and written about every major sports championship – the World Series, the Super Bowl, the NBA Championship, the World Cup, Wimbledon, The Masters – and yet he has never attended a Special Olmpics events; until now.  He writes:
 “You learn very quickly what is special about the Special Olympics.  Nobody

was trying to win…there were no losers.  I saw the child who lost a 300 yard race 

by 200 yards, but he was cheered all the way along by his friends standing along

side the track.  There was the time a runner knew that a companion had fallen and

so he turned around, although he was in the lead, and picked him up and they ran

the rest of the race together.  And then there was the basketball game in which there

no intentional fouls.  

Matched on that yardstick, the athletes in the real Olympics are an inferior lot.  It

is no honor to win the 440 dash when a fellow athlete stumbles and falls and you

don’t have to pick him up.  

We Fast Forward Some More and Come to A Heart-Rending Memorial Service.  

The service is for Laura VanRhn.  Recognize that name?  She is the college student who was thought to be alive after a tragic accident involving Taylor University staff and students.  Four students and one staff member died in that accident on April 26 on Interstate 69 in Indiana.  It was thought that Laura had survived.  For six weeks her family and boy friend visited the person in the hospital and rehab unit thought to be Laura.  They talked to her, encouraged her, soothed her, touched her, doing all they could to help her pull through.  Then just ten days ago or so they learned that the girl in that rehab unit is not their daughter, Laura; instead she is a fellow Taylor University student named Whitney Cerak.  .  It turns out their daughter had indeed died in the April 26 accident.  We’ve all wondered how we would handle such an event, such a terrible mixup, if it happened to us or to our family.  We need to pray for both families obviously. 


At Laura’s memorial service last Sunday, June 4, Laura’s father, Don, responded to suggestions that the family ought to file a lawsuit for all the heartache they’ve been through because of the official identity mistakes.  Laura’s father, said:

“How could this all have happened?  There is no real clear answer.  Our 

family has heard suggestions that we file a lawsuit.  But that’s not who we are.

Jesus taught forgiveness.  Jesus calls us to imitate him.  We choose to 

follow Jesus’ example of love and forgiveness.  
You Get the Picture, Don’t You?

The world says that the real winners are the wealthiest, the sexiest, the most powerful, the smartest, the most popular, those who win championships.

But, Jesus said the measuring stick for being a winner in the Kingdom of God is at variance with the world.

To love.
To care.
To help others.
To forgive.

To stand for what is right and just and good.

These are the winners in the Kingdom of God.

May we be such winners!

