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“WHAT CHILDREN WANT FROM PARENTS AND OTHER ADULTS”

Luke 2:39-41; Mark 10:13-16
When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.  And Jesus grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.  (Luke 2:39-41)

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant.  He said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.  And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.  (Mark 10:13-16)

Last year on Children’s Sabbath I preached a sermon titled, “What Children Teach Us!”.  This year I want to approach children’s Sabbath a little differently, looking at it from a different angle.  I want this morning to talk about what children need and want to learn from us adults.  So let me share four things children want and need from us adults, parents and all those who interact with them.

I. CHILDREN WANT A SENSE OF HOPE
Our children are the most enlightened children in the history of humankind.  They are 

Multi-media savvy and thus they know everything that is going on.  They know the good, the bad, and the ugly.  They see it on television and they watch it on their computers.


When those two planes flew into the twin towers of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001 our children knew it.  They heard about it and they saw the images; and they have seen those images repeated over and over and over again.  They know what is going on.  They know that this world is a volatile and frightening and dangerous place at times.


What they need from us is a sense that Someone has His hand on this world.  That everything is not left to the evil choices and ways of human beings; that there is hope for this world.  They need to know that SOMEONE IS LOOKING IN ON THIS WORLD AND SOMEONE IS LOOKING OUT FOR THIS WORLD!


That Someone, of course, is God.  God does have His hand on history.  God is at work in the midst of history.  God is still in charge of history.  That doesn’t mean everything is going to go perfectly.  That doesn’t mean there won’t still be frightening and dangerous moments in our lives, but it does mean that in the end things are going to work out for good.


I love the story about the little boy who was acting up in church and making it very difficult for his parents.  He would wiggle and talk and kick the pew in front of him…many of you know the scene.  This went on as long as the parents could stand it until the father grabbed the little boy up, took him in his arms, and headed down the aisle toward the back of the church.  It was obvious the little boy was in trouble.  Just as they got to the back of the church, with many eyes watching them, the little boy shouted out to the congregation, “Pray for me!  Pray for me!


Well, prayer probably wasn’t going to save that little boy from some kind of reprimand.  
But children do need to know and believe – and they learn this from us – that there is a God who hears their prayers.  There is a God who comes to help.  There is a God whom we trust to bring us through the tough times of life.  THAT, AGAIN, THERE IS A GOD LOOKING IN ON THIS WORLD AND LOOKING OUT FOR THIS WORLD!  Therein is our hope and the hope for our children!

II.
CHILDREN NEED AND WANT HEROES
We were all saddened by the news on September 4 that Steve Irwin, the “Crocodile Hunter”, was accidentally and tragically killed by a stingray while filming a special in Queensland, Australia.  It was a freak accident that caused mourning and grief not only in Australia but throughout the world.  At Irwin’s funeral / memorial service, his 8 year old daughter read a piece about her Dad that she had written.  Young Bindi wrote:

“My daddy was my hero.  He was always there for me when I

needed him.  He listened to me and taught me so many things, 

But most of all, he was fun.  I will miss him every day.”

My daddy was my hero!

There’s a book out titled, “The Fifty American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet.”  It lists 

persons like Clara Barton, Abraham Lincoln, Albert Einstein, Helen Keller, Bill Cosby, George Washington, Jackie Robinson, Walt Disney, Rosa Parks, etc; history shaping heroes whom every kid should meet.  I don’t disagree with any on the list, but I say to you this morning that we mothers and fathers have every chance as well to be heroes to our children.  They need it from us and they need it from other adults whom they watch and to whom they listen.
.  Let me give you my list of the ways we can be heroes to our children.

· We can avoid using bad words, even as we tell them to do so;

· We can show respect to all God’s creatures, from the smallest animal to the oldest adult;

· We can let them see us practicing kindness day in and day out;

· We can let them know that we don’t approve of put-downs of other people or mistreatment of the different;

· We can let them see us handling life’s disappointments with strength and courage and faith;

· We can show them that honesty is the best policy, not just tell them;

· We can listen to them and take their opinions seriously;

· We can smile and laugh and play even as the years tick by and we get older;

· We can show them what it means to be sportsmanlike while still being being competitive;

· We can stand firm in our belief that what is right and fair is always the best action.

II. CHILDREN WANT STRONG SELF-ESTEEM
I came across not too long ago a book with which many of you are probably familiar.  It was 

written in 1994 so it’s certainly not a new resource.  The title of the books is Full Esteem Ahead:  100 Ways to Build Self-Esteem in Children and Adults.  It’s written by a mother and adult daughter team, Diane and Julia Loomis.  In that book you find this poetic piece:

If I had my child to rear all over again…

I’d finger paint more and point the finger less.

I’d do less correcting and more connecting.

I’d take my eyes off my watch and watch with my eyes.

I would care to know less and know to care more.

I’d take more hikes and fly more kites.

I’d stop playing serious and seriously play.

I’d run through more fields and gaze at more stars.

I’d do more hugging and less tugging.

I would be firm less often and affirm more often.

I’d build self-esteem first, and the house later.

I’d teach less about the love of power, and more about the power of love.”

Isn’t that a quality piece?


Now, of course, these authors aren’t saying that we parents shouldn’t correct our children or be serious at times or have to pay attention to the clock, but they are saying that there are some things we can and should do that with do wonders in helping our children feel better about themselves and about life.  The things they are suggesting are:

1. Make time to enjoy life with our children;

2. Be positive more often and negative less often;

3. Be affirming more often and condemning less often;

4. Don’t let life’s demands rob the family of loving and laughing and playing.

The key point is this:  emotionally healthy, highly affirmed, full of joy children rarely, if ever, have self-esteem problems.

III. CHILDREN WANT TO KNOW THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
I mentioned in my sermon last week the author, H. Jackson Brown.  A 5th grade teacher

some time ago wrote Mr. Jackson about his book Live and Learn and Pass It On.  She said she used that book as inspiration for a classroom project.  She asked her fifth grade students to write what they had learned so far in life.  Here are some of the responses, and I’m sharing mainly some of the more humorous ones.

I’ve learned that all teachers have secret powers.

I’ve learned never to play with CRAZY glue.

I’ve learned that it’s okay to get in trouble on Tuesdays because the principal is at a meeting.

I’ve learned that you should never yell at your mom when she’s pregnant.

I’ve learned to never paint faces on my dad when he’s asleep.

I’ve learned never to give your baby brother a permanent marker.

I’ve learned never to make my mom watch, ‘Whose Line Is It Anyway?”, or else she’ll laugh so hard that she’ll snort like a pig.

Things children have learned in life!



Well, when it comes to children learning, there is nothing more important for them to learn than the basics of the Christian faith.  And where do you think they learn that?  From each of us – from parents, from adult mentors, from the entire congregation.  I would hope that if we asked the children in this church to write down what they’ve learned, they all could say:

I’ve learned that God is good and that God is always fair.

I’ve learned that God has given us this wonderful creation to appreciate.

I’ve learned that Jesus is the Son of God.

I’ve learned that the way Jesus lived is the way we all ought to live.

I’ve learned that the way Jesus loved is the way we all ought to love.

I’ve learned that going to church matters.

I’ve learned that God will never leave me alone.

I’ve learned that it is more blessed to give than it is to receive.


Again, these essentials of the faith can only be learned by children as they hear it from us and see it in us.
