
God Has Been At Work for Centuries – Long Before the Coming of Jesus of Nazareth 

Hinduism 
Hindu religious texts, 
the Vedas, are the 
oldest known written 
works on Earth and 
are seen by some 
scholars and 
theologians to be the 
basis for all 
contemporary 
religions.  
 
 

1500 B.C. or Before 

three paths:  path of works and action  
 path of knowledge or philosophy 
 path of devotion to God 

three debts:  
 

 debt to God  
 debt to sages and saints 
 debt to ancestors  

Ten Commitments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four stages of life: 

1. do no harm 
2.  do not lie 
3. do not steal 
4. do not overindulge 
5. do not be greedy 
6. be clean 
7. be content  
8. be self-disciplined 
9. study 
10. surrender to God 

  
 school years - grow and learn 
 marriage, family and career 
 turn attention to spiritual things 
 abandon world to seek spiritual things 
  

Four purposes of 
life:  

 fulfill moral, social and religious duties 
 attain financial and worldy success  
 satisfy desires and drives in moderation 

attain freedom from reincarnation    

  
 

 

Judaism Deuteronomy 5 and Exodus 20 = The Ten Commandments 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 The Shema 
Isaiah 1:17 
Seek justice, encourage the oppressed.  Defend the cause of the fatherless, 
plead the cause of the  
        Widow 
Proverbs 19:17  
He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he 
has  done 
Micah 6:8 
He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of 
you?  To act justly, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
Isaiah 58:10 
If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become 
like the noonday. 

Buddhism 
The teachings of 
Gautama Buddha – a 
man who lived 
between about 563 
and 483 BC – 

Hatred does not cease by hatred, but only by love; this is the eternal rule. 

However many holy words you read, however many you speak, what good will 

they do you if you do not act on upon them? 

Just as a candle cannot burn without fire, men cannot live without a spiritual 

life. 

Teach this triple truth to all: A generous heart, kind speech, and a life of 

service and compassion are the things which renew humanity. 

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gautama_Buddha
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/BC


Confuscius –  
5

th
 Century B.C. 

The cultural 
background of 
Chinese people is 
deeply influenced by 
Confucianism . It is a 
philosophy stressing 
ethical, moral and 
social values.  

To put the world right in order, we must first put the nation in order; to put the 
nation in order, we must first put the family in order; to put the family in order, we 
must first cultivate our personal life; we must first set our hearts right. 
He does not preach what he practices till he has practiced what he preaches. 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confucianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_philosophy

